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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

TrE Soochow Dialect is fairly current among the five millions
of people who live within thirty miles of the city.

It is with a view to supplying new missionaries and
others who may have occasion to study it, with a help to the
a‘cquiring of this mellifluons dialect, that I have adapted
these lessons, from those prepared by Dr. Mateer, in the
Mandarin, to which the student is referred for the English,
and for a very full explanation of Chinese idiom and gram-
matical construction. The peculiarities of Soochow in the
use of pronouns, particles, &c., may be readily learned from
the Chinese teacher.

Space is purposely left between the lines for Romaniza-~
tion, which should be written first with lead-pencil, so that
mistakes of the ear may be corrected, after that organ has

learned to distinguish the sounds accurately.

D. N. LYON.
Soocmow, Now. 10, 1890.

NOTE TO SHANGHAI EDITION.

THE SHANGHAI DIiArecr is essentially the same as that of Soochow., The number
who use it is estimated variously from &wo to twenty millions It needed little
change to adapt these lessons to the use of students of the Shanghai Vernacular after
their preparation for Scochow. The assistance of Mr. ‘Usoug Tsz-nung, a Chinese
scholar of well known ability, was securel for this work, and the lessoms are
published simultaneously with those for Soochow,
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